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The System.

Some of the newspapers have spoken
of JoEN A. McCaLL'S death as “one of
the tragedies of the system,”

What system? Why, the system at
Albany by which most corporations
doing business in the State of New York
have been blackmailed by legislators,
Republicans as well as Democrats, for
years.

ODELL'S connivance with the Ambler
bill whichh was to repeal the charter of
the Mercantile Trust Corapany was part
of the sysiem,

ODELL profited by that chapter of the
system.

ODFLL, who “O. K.'d” and “N. G.'d"
all bills at Albany for 50 many years, is
a prince of the system.

While HAMILTON remains abroad the
representatives of the system still on
duty at Albany can sleep o' nights.

Duties of a United States Senator,

In the Senate on February 20 the Pure
Food bill, which passed that body on
the following day, was up for considera-
tion and debate. Section after seotion
was discussed, analyzed, construed, with
the painstaking attention to detail, the
careful consideration of its probable
and possible effects, that mark the work
of conscientious lawmakers, but receive
slight recognition from part of the
public. There was nothing sensational,
pothing to interest or attract the atten-
tion of the galleries. A number of
earnest men, intent on intelligent action,
were performing their routine duties.
Senator SPOONER of Wisconsin asked
for information as to the meaning of
the clause, “Goods intended for export
ghall not be deemed misbranded or
adulterated when prepared and packed
in accordance with the specifications of
the foreign purchaser.” After some in-
quiries and answers, he said:

* Then it really leaves the forelgn users of it
entirely subject to the greed of the merchant who
orders it for their use. I should llke to have it
made clearer, 1f it can be made clcarer, that the
article that 1s shipped shall not be a prohibited
article in our own country.”

Senator HEYBURN explained that the
provision Senator SPOONER questioned
had been reported by the committee,
that no Senator had offered an amend-
ment to change it, and that in the pre-
vious Congresses at which the bill was
under consideration no effort had been
made to eliminate it. Then Mr. SPOONER
gave this casual explanation of his con=
ception of the duties of his office:

“1 bave heard that observation before. I am
not on that committes. 1 sit here, and when bills
come up and are presented to the Senate, 1 look
them over as thoroughly as I can, No Senator
can read all the bills upon which this body acts,
not even all the important bills, If I sce some=
thing, as I read & bill, which I think ought to be
changed or Is l1able to misconstruction, I concelve
18 or have concelved It to be my duty to call the
attentlon of the Senate to it In the expectation thay
1f there be force in the objection I make the com-
mittes which prepared the bill and whose duty is
is to have bacome perfectly familiar with the sub-
ject would prepare a proper amendment, 11 I cannos
&t the moment.

“ Last year I performed this same funotion.
which 1s an ungraclous one, as to the Pure Food
bill, In connection with the Senator from Connec-
ticut [Mr. PLATT), who 18 greatly missed from ¢his
Chamber. No one whoso opinlon I8 worth con.
sideration could suppose for one moment that
either of us could be seeking merely to obstruct
good legislation. And 1 recollect that almost
every amendment suggested by the Senator from
Connecticut, and nearly every one to which I called
the attentlon of Senators having the bill in charge,
were acquiesced in, and the blll was amended
accordingly. The blll was very much improved, and
the dscusslon last year, which did not operate to kil}
the bill, has, I think my friend the Senator from
I1daho will admit, enabled the commlttee to improve
very much this bill over the bill of last year.®

An “ungracious duty” Mr, SPOONER
denominates the necessary function of
watching with care the provisions of the
measures on which the Senate must act,
Its performance usually earns for those
who do it the name of “obstructionists,”
or “tools of the corporations,” from
superficial observers and those whose
vocation it is to prove the faithlessness
and treachery to the public of its
chosen representatives.

Mr. SPOONER “obstructed” the Pure
Food bill perhaps as much as half an
hour by insisting on a clear statement of
the purposes of the section he called to
his colleagues’ attention. He will prob-
ably be rebuked properly for it. But do
his critics hold as high and as reasonable
a view of the duties of a member of the
United States Senate as those of the Hon,
JoHN Co1T SPOONER of Wisconsin?

Enlarging Our Bulldings.

There is nothing surprising in the fact
that another New York hotel is to be
made twice its present size, This proc-
ess has become common. Four other
houses have recently been subjected to
the same change. When a trial of two
or three years has shown that a hotel
is going to succeed the process of en-
largement inevitably follows.

It is, of course, useless to find fault
with such a result, Doubtless there is
no loss of comfort from this increase in
size, and the owners of the hotels in-
variably profit by the change; but the
damage to the architectural beauty of
these buildings, and thus to the appear-
ance of the city, is recognizable in every
similar alteration that has been made.
No structure can be so built as to pre-
gerve its original symmetry of propor-
tions after it has 'been made twice as
large as it was intended to be. Even when
a building is planned with allowance for
such vasiations in the future, it is inferior
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architecturally to one that is put up to
remain the same,

In the case of most of the buildings
that are thus altered there was no
original intention of enlarging them.
Only when they have fulfilled success-
fully the purpose for which they were
built are the changes made. These de-
pend on several conditions. Thay are
necessarily governed, in the first place,
by the amount of adjacent property
available, The original style of archi-
tecture has its influence in determining
what the new structure shall be.

These and other considerations must
be regarded when it comes to enlarg-
ing a building. It is only regrettable
that they could nat be known when it is
first put up. Then it could stand as its
designers intended it to be. Commer-
cial architecture is one.of the artistio
glories of the age, and it is unfortunate
that it cannot be unhampered. There
is no limit to our business enterprise
in other oases, and eaution shows itself
thus disadvantageously only in experi-
menting with the size of hotels and other
large buildings.

]

Amerioan Publio Life.

In another column of THE SUN i8
printed a short extract from an article
on the *“Moral Upheaval in America,”
oontributed to the Nineteenth Century
by Admiral Sir CYPRIAN A. G, BRIDGE,
G. C. B. At a time when many agencies
are employed, in ignorance or with
sinister motive, to destroy publio oon-
fidence in the men and institutions of
our Government, such sane and reason-
able words as his have a high value.

In spite of the clamor raised by un-
fnformed or interested persons, compe-
tent and honest students of American
public life will agree with thg conclusions
reached by Admiral BRIDGE. Our Gov-
ernment, in all its departments, is con-
ducted on a high plane by men inspired
by high ldeals. Its institutions and
processes have proved remarkably elas-
tic and adaptable as new oonditions re-
quired new applications of its powers.
It is a Government of which every patriot
has cause to be proud.

It is distinctly refreshing to have the
monotonous campaign of abuse now
directed against the Government varied
by the injection therein of a sensible
and intelligent man's opinions,

Electoral Reform in Austria

According to a telegram from Vienna,
five bills were submitted on Friday to
the lower chamber of the Austrian or
Cisleithan Reichsrath, embeodying a
scheme for universal suffrage and for a
redistribution of electoral distriots. This
is the measure to which: the Emperor
FrANCIS JOSEPH reluctantly assented,
on the ground that it would afford a
precedent for similar electoral reforms
in Hungary, the Germans having hith-
erto possessed the same unfair prepon-
derance in the Reichsrath which the
Magyars have had in the lower house of
the Diet at Budapast, Wae are told that
the outcome of the proposed changes,
which were, of course, denounced by
many Germans, but applauded by a
majority of the Deputies, will be to give
Germans 205 representatives; the Czechs
and other Slavs, 230; the Italians 18 and
the Rumanians 4. The total number of
Deputies, which twice before has been
increased since 1868, {8 now, it will be
noticed, to be expanded from 425, the
aggregate fixed in 1898, to 455,

The details of thése bills will be awaited
with interest, for under them, according
to the cabled summary, the Germans
will still have more votes than they
deserve in the popular branch of the
Reichsrath, By the census of 1860, the
latest whose figures we have before us,
there were but 8,461,000 Germans out of
nearly 24,000,000, The Czechs and Poles
alone numbered about 9,200,000, and the
other Slave—namely, Ruthenians, Slov-
enians, Croats and Serbs—upward of
4,900,000, Of Italians there were 875,000,
of Rumanians 200,000 and of Tyrolese
and others 430,000, These figures indi-
cate that the Germans ought not to have
much more than a third of the Deputies
in the lower house, instead of 206 against
250. The larger representation which
they have hitherto enjoyed has been due
to an intricate electoral system, based
on the medimval system of Estates.

Originally, when the Cisleithan Con-
stitution was promulgated in 1887, the
members of the Chamber of Deputies
were chosen by the provincial Diets,
and therefore corresponded to United
States Senators. In 1873, however, the
provincial Diets were deprived of all
participation in the matter, and the
election of Deputies was placed entirely
in the hands of the provincial voters.
Under the existing system the voters
are distributed in five different classes~—
namely, the great landowners, the cities,
the chambers of commerce, the rural
communes and a new general class
created in 1886. Except in the case of
the cities and the chambers of com-
merce, which are combined in eight of
tho smaller provinces, the different
classes never vote together for the
election of a Deputy. In the rural com-
munes, but not elsewhere, the election
is indirect, being carried on by means of
secondary electors, one of whom f{s
chosen for every five hundred inhabi-
tants. The seats, at present numbering
425, are so partitioned among the five
classea that 85 Deputies are elected by
the great landowners, 118 by the cities,
21 by the chambers of commerce, 120 by
the rural communes and 72 by the so-
called general class.

The conditions of the franchise differ
materially in the various classes. In
the general class the franchise is enjoyed
by substantially all men not in domestic
service. In the cities and rural villages
it is given to all municipal voters who
pay about two dollars annually in taxes,
In the class of great landowners the
property qualification is the payment of
a tax ranging in different provinces
from about twenty to one hundred dol-
lars a year, and everywhere, except in
three provinoes, assessed on land held
by a noble or feudal tenure. It is worth
noting that in this class women can vote,
and so can corporations acting through
their legal representatives. We add that
an absolute majority is required for
election in all the classes, as is the case
in the Fredfh Republic, though there
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univarsal suffrage obtains; if this ma-
jority is not obtained, a second ballot is
taken, which is confined to the two can-
didates highest on the first poll,

A8 the Blavs will have a majority in
the Chamber of Deputies if the proposed
electoral reforms are carried out, we
shall have heard the last of the attempt
to Germanize the Cisleithan kingdom by
making the use of the German langunge
compulsory for all of its inhabitants,
That attempt was long ago given up in
Bohemia and Moravia, where the Czechs
are concentrated, and also in Galicin,
whera the Poles are massed; but only
about ten years ago a Government
was beaten by the German Deputies be-
cause it proposed to teach Slovenian in
grammar schools in Styria, The day is
probably not distant,when all that is left
of the Germanizing process will be the
retention of German words of command
in the Cisleithan army. The disintegra-
tion_of the Austrian monarchy into its
racial oomponents will unquestionably
be accelerated by the new electoral
syetem,

Expert Opinions of the Mortgage Tax,

Elght months ago the Mortgage Tax
law want into effect. What has been
the result of ita operation? ILet the
first witness speak. He s R. 8.
DoNALDSON of Buffalo, secretary of the
Erie County SBavings Bank, and he testi-
fles that:

“8ince July 1, 1806, our bank has takea forty.
one new murtgages; if business were in its normal
cgudition we ought to have put out that number
in one month. The total amount of these mort-
gages 18 $514,000, and four of this number amount
in themselves to $321,000. Since July 1, 1005, our
bank has been obliged to add one-half of 1 per oent,
increase to the rate of interest on mortgage loans,
1 think you must admit thas up to this time this
bill has not produced the revenue expected.”

Next oomes ex-Judge WarsoN T.
DunMoRre of Utiea, who relates this
piece of history:

* On July4, when the law took effect, the Savings
Bank of Utlca, the Utica Trust and Deposit Come-
pany and the Citlzens' Trust Company of this city
immediately advanced thiir rates of interest one-
haltf of 1 por cent. and, if [ am correctly informed
by those conducting those institutions, there hasnod
been a loan made which prior to July 1, 1005, would
not have been made At a rate of interest at least
one-hal? of 1 per oent. lower than the rate
exacted.”

From Roohester JOHN 8. BRONK con-
tributes this interesting informations

® Since the Mortgage Taz law went Into effecy
1 have personally drawn at least twenty real estate
mortgages on whioch the rate of interest was 54
per cent. Had It not been for the Mortgage Tax
law the rate of interest on all of these loans would,
I am certain, have been 6 per cent, In this county
many real estate mortgages are being recorded with
the rate of Interest 8}4 per cent., but until the Mort«
gage Tax law went Into effect that was seldom the
rate of interest.”

This is the experience of the Oneida
County Savings Bank, as told by Jorx
R. EDWARDS, its president:

* Prior to July 1, 1805, we made all loans from
$300 to $5,000 at 5 per cent., but since have made
all loans at 53¢ per cent., feellng obliged to do so
in order that our earnings should be sufficient to
contiaue to pay 84 per cent, to our depositors and
have a Ifttle surplus for protection, having only
aoccumulated about $°0,000 of surplus In the past
ten years on neariy $7,.000,000 deposits, 80 It cannot
be charged that we are plling upalargesurplus with
the rate of interest charged. The borrower with us
ts & person owning a farm or bullding or buying
a moderate priced house, and as long as there Is
any kind of tax on mortgages the borrower will be
obliged to pay It In interest, or some other way.”

Now for a word from Herkimen
through the lips of W. C. PRESCOTT:

“ The current rate of interest on mortgage loans
at this place has been 8 per cent. for some time,
but I bave not drawn any mortgages since July 1,
1005nfor & 1688 rate of Interest than 814 per cent, In
nearly every case the borrower has to pay the
increased rate of }f per oent.”

Let the borrowers' side be told by
Bishop CorroN of Buffalo, who says:

® In regard to the matter of the tax on mortgages
I oonsider the tax very burdensome and shall he
glad if the law be repealed. Our struggling cone
gregations must needs ralse mortgages on thelr
churches to help them establish them, and they
have all they can do to meet the Interest, With
this half per cent. Inorease the burden heretofore
#0 heavy becomes unbearable, Everywhere 1 go
through the dlocess, which covers a sizth part of
this State, I ind the dissatisfaction of pastors and
people with this tax, and the wish and hope are
expressed for Ita repeal.”

The Mortgage Tax law has fulfilled
every prediction made by its opponents
and has failed to sustain any promise
of its advocates. Lender and borrower
alike demand its repeal. What will the
Legislature do about it?

Minot Conocerning Old Age.

In a brilliant address not wholly
fnnocent of paradoxes, Dr., CHARLES
BEDGWICK MiNoT of Harvard told the
Academicians of Medicine that old age
“begins before birth.” This explains,
perhaps, the solemn and preterpread-
amite gravity of certain babies. But,
however comforting it jay look to know
that one's old age begins before he be-
gins, there s small consolation in these
refinements. Not the beginning need
concern anybody. It is the end that is
feared, the hour of fading strength, the
hour when the keepers of the house
shall tremble and the strong men shall
bow themselves. Old age and death
are as natural as life, but they are a part
which it takes a great deal of religious
philosophy and quotations from the
poeta to adorn.

As if old age could not come fast
enough, various doctors are now trying
to show that it begins earlier than it
used to. Dr. MINOT asserts that “per-
maneht fatigue” starts at about 40,
Everybody kmaows plenty of persons who
were born permanently fatigued; prob-
ably their permanent fatigue began
before they did. “Permanent fatigue”
as a mental characteristio has no neces-
sary connection with old age.

Let the fathers and mothers of vener-
able monthlings and yearlings read and
perpend these words of Dr. MINOT'S:

“The percentage of growth 1s greatest In the
first month after birth, and steadlly decreases from
then. In other words. man ages faster in the first
year of his birth than ever after. A chld In Its
first year learns more than 1§ ever scquires In an
after year. The things we learn afterward come
barder each year, until the time comes when man
can acquire no more and his power of originating
ceases. His usefulness, while not altogether done,
is on the wape."”

After all, there is healing in this. The
child is older than his father. MERLIN
must have been & real character. And

J Miss Edith M. Thomas.

lard and on the wane, ’

With the progress of the suns will
not authority go with wisdom? The |
yeurlings are the quickest, the least
degenerate. Theirs be the sceptre and
authorivy,

Dr. MINOT says that the lower orders
of animal life never die save by acci-
dent, Curiously enough, among the
lower orders of human life, the savage
und primitive folk, it is or was believed
that nobody died save by the design
and witcheraft of an enemy,

The faithful have responded so nobly to
the Sultan of Turkey's appeal for funds to
push forward the Hedjaz railroad that
the work is progressing much more rapidly
than was expected. Tralns are now run-
ning from Damascus down into the north-
ern sandy desert of Arabla, a distance of
850 miles from Damascus and the earth-
works are completed as far as Medain Salih,
500 miles from Damascus, and within 200
miles of Medina, where the tomb of the
prophet is venerated by many thousands
of pllgrims. Beyond Medina the route will
follow the old pilgrim road to Mecoa and
the completed line will be about 1,000 miles
in length. ,

It was along the old pilgrim routss that
explorers gained most of our knowledge
of Arabia until a comparatively recent day,
The ostensible purpose of building this read
is to do away with the terrible hardships
of the Mecoa pilgrimage along at least
one of the most thronged of these highways
to the holy city, but incidentally the Sultan
will doubtless find it a great convenience
to be able to place his Government in closer
communication with far southern regions
iu Arabia. Some of his Arabian subjects
give him a little trouble now and then and
he has long wished that it was easier to ad-
monish them,

e —————

AMERICAN PUBLIC LIFD,

Gratifying Conclusions Reached by &
British Observer.

Admiral Sir Cyprian A. G. Bridge in the Nine-
teenth Century.

The opinfon, once widely held in England
and sedulously inculcated by a host of Ameri-
oan writers, that in the United States decent
people will have nothing to do with politics,
If ever it was true, {s now as much out of date
as would be the opinion that scrofula can be
cured by the royal touch, Whether it be the
cause or the effect of the war waged against
“Bossym," there can be no doubt that the
proportion of men of refinement and position
entering political life In the United States is
as great as it is In any other country. More-
over, |t tends to Increase. Bosses still exist,
and well bred and honorable Americans who,
in order that they may do their duty to their
country, engage in politice have to tolerate
them, for a time at least, In the same way
that many English gentlemen of unblemished
reputation who amuse themselves on the
turf have to submit to contact with the shady
characters that the sport of horseracing has
as yet proved [tself unable to slough away,

The American Senate as a body may have
declined of late In public esteem; the visitor
fs told eo often enough. It is, nevertheless,
the fact that Senators as Indlviduals deserv-
edly take high rank In the soclaty of the capl-
tal, and not only because of their official
status, When the Senate s In gession a sight
of It in no way encourages acqulescence in M.
Ostrogorski'sdesponding estimate, The same
may be sald of the House of Representatives,
The percentage of well mannered and care-
fully dressed men {h that body strikes the
spectator In the gallery as quite as high as
it is in the House of Commons. The delibera-
tions of each branch of Congress are as or-
derly as those of other legislatures, and the
Housa of Representatives does not bear the
smallest reermblance to the legislative bear
garden depicted by superfor persons who
write books of travel and insisted upon by
not a fow Americans, It is dmxbtfurlf the
bear garden aspect was ever presented.
If it waa It has disappeared as completely as
the knes breeches and silk stockings of Lord
North's time.

The superlor political and administrative
officlala In the United States ara generally
and most justly esteemed by their fellow
countrymen. It has become an almost com-
monplace remark that Presidant R se\'ol't
naturally endeavors to aurround himself with
men of h(l{zh character. No tribute to his
own could he mora honorable, Standing
close to his gide ara men who—with a patriotio
indifference to rerwnnl {ntereata which |t
would be diffloult to surpass—have realgned
opportunities of securing afuence in order
to assume ardiuous. thankless and (Il pald
posata in the Administration. It (s a new
featura of colonial polity that men of wealth
shonld go to distant countries with unhealthy,
or at any rate uncongenial. climates, and take
nr not positions of splendor and high social
distinction, but posts [n which hard work
and oftan ggualld surroundings await the
oceupant., Nothing could prove more ocon-
clua{vely the resolve of the Americans to act
justly by the people of their newly acquired
dependencies than the high character and
self-devotion of many of the men who have
undertaken to govern and superintend them,

In this country we have seen what olass of
men the United States send to represent
them abroad, and the great personal dise
tinction of these envoys onught to enable us
to form a correct idea of those who ar?mmln-
ter the governments of remote archipelagoes
now sheltered by the American flag.

Clothes Philosophy of John Burns.

To TAE EpITOR or THE SUN—Sir; In & cable
despatch to your paper of to-day | have noted the
news that Mr. John Burns, M. P. for Battersea,
dresses at Whitehall when he has to don court cos-
tume, and disappoints his constituents, who wans
to se¢ him at 'ome In the knee breeches and sllk
stockings.

My! my! how the news shocked me. Down In
West street, eleven years ago, when John burst
from a Ounard pler upon an admiring populace
(mixed), he was greeted withan " 'Ow are ye, John?"™
by longshoremen; “and it gave me great pleasure,”
sald he, “to be greeted in the old way.”

Later, at the gld Colonnade Hotel, Mr. Burns sald:
“1 can see that yon belleve with us In England that
frock coats and high hats have had their day, and
that the time has come when fustian and corduroy
should have thelrinnings. (Cheers.) * * * Idid
not think once that In the old country, within tha
short space of ten years, we could secure the soclal
and political changes that organized labor, by the
most common means, has brought about. What
has heen accomplished In the past 18 notling to the
possibllitles of the future™ “Fustlan and cordu.
roy." my masters! B. T,
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Decrease in Birth Rate of Scottish Familles,
Edinburgh correspondence Toronto Telegraph.,
According to the reports to the Reglstrar General

of Scotland the average Soottish family nowadays
includes only four children, as agalnst four and
one-half a generation ago. And what |s perhaps
even more remarkable is the fact that this loss 1s
observed among the countryman's family, not
among the dwellers in the towns. Two generations
back the average family was still larger.

The decrease In the birth rate Is even more re-
markable when taken In conncction with the sta.
tistics upon the subject of marriage. It appears
that 208,084 marriages have been registered during
the last decade, and of this number 80,276 Is in
excess of the marriages of the decade previous,
From all of this the Registrar General concludes
that the average number of births per marriage Is
so markedly decreasing that it may be assumed
that there Is a true falllag off Ia the fertliity of
marriage.

Padaung Rubbernecks.

From the Madras Mag.

Among the Padaungs from the Karennl and
Shan States the swan neck is esteemed 80 groat
a mark of besuty that extraordinary palns are
taken to aoquire It. As early as possible in the
life of the female Infant brass rods about a third
of an Inch in dlameter are colled around the neck
and are added to perlodically so as to keep the neck
in a constant state of tenslon. The longer the
neck the greater the beauty, and some of the Pa-
daungs carricd from twenty to twenty-five colls.

In the Century Maganine for March begins an
filustrated desoription of Sielly, by the late Willlam
Sharp. Mr, Sylvester Baxter writes of outdoor
art, and Mr. O. De Kay desoribes the now custom
house. The Queen of Rumania defends the ex.
pulsion of the Jews, Mr. J. B, Blshop glves reminls.
cenoes of John Hay, and Mr. F. T. Hlll's blography
of Lincoln is oontinued, There are four short
storles, and the serlals by Mrs. Humphry Ward
and Dr. 8. Welr Mitohell are advanced. Among
she contributors of verse are Mrs. Meulten and

l everybody over twelve months is a dul- | THE GREAT SAUSAGE CASE.

In the wake of that umpan(lu]m pin,cr- of
race disorimination entitled the Chinese
exclusion not eomaa a bit of custom house
administration which may perhaps be
termed a Chinese mausage exoclusion act,
Poasibly the yellow inhabitants of the
Flowery Kingdom may look upon this re-
cent incldent as a retalintory measure to
their embargo on manufactured and other
products imported from the United States,

The firm of Wing Bing Lung & Co., among
othem, attempted to pasa through the port
of Boston a consignment of Chinese sau-
sage without the payment of duty, the
contention being that they were exempt
from duty under paragraph 666 of the tariff
act of 1807, under the analogy of hologna
sausages.

But the Collector of Customs at the port
of Boston knows sausages as well as beans.
He aocordingly plastered a duty of 235 per
cent. ad valorem on the imports, asserting
that they fell under the olassification of
prepared meat under paragraph 276 of the
same act of blessed memory.

Wing Sing Lung e! al. thereupon ap-
pealed to the Board of General Appraisers
of this distriot, and this {8 what Mr, Walte,
G. A., has to say in sustaining the Colleotor
(G. A, standing for General Appraiser and
Great Authority):

The commodity involved in this case 1s sausage
imported from China, inveiced variously as “sau-
sages,” “cured sausages,” "dried sausages,” &o, , It
consists, as testified to by a witness produced by
the importers, of pork chopped up and mixed with
salt, and sauce, and very little splce. An inspeoction
of the commodity shows it to be a sausage in casing
of from one-half to three-quarters of an inch in
dlameter, conslsting of chunks of fat and lean
meat In rather coarse condition. 1¢ was asscssed
as prepared meat, at 28 per cent.ad valorem, under
paragraph 275 of the tariff act of 1897, and 1s claimed
to be exempt from duty as bologna satsags undér
paragraph @56,

The case is presented by the importer on the
theory that all chopped mest pus up In casings In
the form of gausage 18 subjeot to duty as bologna
sausage. There 1s no testimony to show that this
commodity was commercially designated as bo-
logna sausage at the time of the passage of this aot,
or anything that satisfies us thas It is generally
known as bologna sausage In the trade, There is
& well known commodity called bologna sausage,
which has been the subject of consideration by the
department and board In a pumber of declalons,
but these aro clearly distingulsbable from this.
We do not think that all sausage in casings is bo-
logna sausage. Such a conatruotion would put the
well known fresh pork sausages In casings on the
free list. There 15 nothing in the record to over-
come the presumption attending the finding, of
the OQollector that this article s prepared meat,
‘We therefore overrule the protests and afirm the
Collector's decision.

In other words, all is not bologna that
barks.

ODELL AND HARRIMAN.

Beginning of the Alllance Between Two
Famous Men.

From the World's Work for Mareh,

At the other end of Orange county from
Newburgh s Tuxedo, a well known “oolony”
of rich people. Next the Tuxedo Park settle-
ment s the great country place Whioh My,
Edward H. Harriman has spent years in Im-
proving. Mr. Harriman bought thousands
of acres of land, tore down buildings, laid out
roads and erected a palatial oountry resi-
dence. But when he came to laying out the
roads as he wanted them Mr. Harriman
found that the old inhabitants preferred to
keep them as they were and that the Board
of Highways of the town shared the old In-
habitants’ notion.

While the farmers were willing to sell their
farms to Mr. Harriman {f he pald a high
enough price, those whose farms he did not
buy outvoted him at the town elections. Mr,
Harriman went to the county boss, Mr. Odell,
The latter, of course, controlled the county
officers, who could do with the county roads
as they wished. It turned out to be a simple
matter to change the town roads to county
roads; and as soon as they became county
roads the county officers could close some
of them and lay out others as Mr, Harriman
wished.

This was alittle matter, but it proved to be
the beginning of an alllance that touched
larger things.

Stage Irtshmen,

To THR FEprTtor op THR SUN—Sir: The article
from the Basfon Transcript printed In your Issue
ot February 21, entitled “Stage Irishmen,” 1s ree
markably trye of the Irishmen on the stage in our
New York theatres. Seldom you find & man of
any other natlonallty, or woman elther, who cam
“create” such objects of ridicule or contempt as
the Irish actors.

What is more remarkable ls that Irish of both
poor and prosperous classes patronize theatres
where these actors impersonate the exceptions and
worst epecimens of thelr race. The Frenchman or
German will not take his wife or daughter to a
theatre where a character will be presented on the
stage which is an insult to his nationality.

An English characteristic |s egotism or blustere
ing frankness: a Latin charaoter must appear on
the verge of nervous prostration. A German
arouses our mirth by his errora in expressing him-
self in English, None of these awakes, our dlsgust
or contempt for hip nationality, but they recall to
memory the pitiful depravity of impersonations
by certaln notable Irish character actors.

One cannot help thinking 1t 1s aboud time for the
Irish to call a halt; and what 1s mord& to cease sup-
porting actors or theatre managers who knowingly
or otherwlso create astage Irishman or Irlshwoman
as a belng of the lowest grade in the social strata.

NEw YORK, Feb. 24. KxNNETH KINGSLEY,

Marriages and Divorces in Indiana.

From the Indianapolis News.

In the face of a decrease In the number of mar-
riages In the State {n the year 1005 there was an
increase In the number of divorces, according to
the compllation of the County Clerk's records by
Joseph H. Stubbs, Chief of the Indlana Bureau of
Statlstics.

The number of marriages decreased from 28,301
fn 1904 to 26,707 In 1008, Tho number of divorces
increased from 8,449 In 1804 to 8,840 In 1005, In 1004
there was one divorce for every elght marriages.
For the year 1005 there was one divorce for every
seven marrlages,

Several curlous results are shown by the statls-
tics. In the first place, divorces were granted to
seven husbands because thelr wives falled to pro.
vide, In 1004 divorces were granted to twelve
husbands on thls complaint, Agaln, in 1008 six
divorces were granted to husbands because of
eriminal convictions of the wives, and only one In
1904,

Applauze in House and Senate.

To THE EDITOB OF THE SUN~S{r; In the oMclal
report of the prceedings of the House of Hepre-
sentatives, as pi.blished In the Congresstonal Record,
often occur, enclosed In brackets, such expressions
as "Applause,” “Long continued applause on the
Democratio slde,” "Applause on the Republican
side.” These expressions mean applause by mem-
bers of the House, not by occupants of the gallery.
Do not the rules of the House forbld such demon-
strations, either by members of the House or by
occupants of the gallery? In the prooeedings of
the Senate as given In tho Record I do not see any
such mentiow8 of applause.

Aro the rules of the Senate different from those
of the House as regards manifestations of approval
by applause, prolonged applause, &o., on the partof
members? INQUIRER.

BROCKTON, Mass., Feb. 24,

Corean Official’'s Perplexity.
From the Korean Dally News.

The prefect of Hangean is In difMculties. A
rumor to the effeot that there are two kinds of
nickels In Seoul (4. e., good and bad) has reached
him, and as he shrewdly suspects that most of the
taxzes have been pald in the not good 0oln he wants
to know whether he will be held responsible for
any deficit after his contribution has been gsub.
mitted to the tender morcles of Mr, Megata.

Effect of Panamaon Scotch Teeth From Frisco,
To THE EDITOR oP THE SUN—Sir: It has just
been discovered that after apending some time on
the Isthmus of Panama one's teeth tend to turn to
glass. This metamorphosis is especlally observ.
able among Scotchmen from San Francisco.
NEW YORE, Feb, 24. Wnoaiax Moxzo,

Greater Than Great.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: What is this
talk abofit “Greater Hoboken"! How can there
be a greater Hoboken! It s Inconcelvable, im-
possible, Immaterial, not tn sature. Hoboken 1
great hgyond compare. Nicmy Wamat

M Kby, 26.

|

ARMY RESFRVES.

Opintons of & Nou=Commissioned OMcer
on the Situation.

To tTHE Eprror oF Tug SuN-—-8ir: THE
SUN being the only great dafly showing an
intelligent interest in army matters, and the
subject being of vital importance, |8 my ex-
cuse for this letter, after reading Capt, Dick-
man's interesting communication In your
issue of February 22, My views may be of
interest, as I have seen considerable service
both in the National GGuard and the Regular
army, and, having the highest opinion of each
in its own place, I way Le sald to be unprejus
dioced,

Whila ocordial relations should and do
exist between the National Ouard and the
Regular army, and while there should be uni-
formity of drill and equipment’ and frequent
contact, yet in point of Internal economy
and personne), nothing could be more unlike
than the two services: and the assumption
that the National Guard is the first reserve for
the Regular army (s an absurdity, to say the
least. A reserve Is something that can be
drawn from, and what can the Regular army
draw from the National Guard in point of
enlisted personnel?

No pains should be be spared in making
the National Guard an efficlent and homo-
geneous foroe, but this should be in them-
selves and by themselves and not as a reserve
to the Regular army. One of the arguments
agalnst the proposed regular reserve on the
part of National Guardsmen is that ex-Regu-
lars who might otherwise join them would be
diverted idto the reserve. Butinanswer to this
it I8 only necessary to ask how many. of the
100,000 ex-Regulars of military age and con-
dition, living in various parts of the country,
belong to the Natlonal Guard? I do mot be-
lleve that 1 per cent. do, judging from obser~
vation and Inquiry among Natlonal Guard
organizations I have visited. 1 know of one
town supporting a good company of Natlonal
Guard in which there |s not a single ex-Regular,
althdugh the chapter of the Army and Navy
Unlon iu the same town comprises neariy
fifty ex-Regular soldlers.

The question now is: How can the Regular
army be instantly put upon a war footing?
The present law provides for the doubling of
the enlisted force in time of danger, and this,
of necessity, under existing laws, must be by
ordinary recrulting, resulting in the sudden
dumping Into a compact, drilled and rigidly
disciplined force of a lot of recruits equal
in number to the original force, to the com-
plete demoralization of the whole structure
for months to come. A regular company
of sixty-five men could absorb perhaps ten
recrults without a jar, but to bring it up to the
war strength of 128 would require sixty-three
new men; and {nasmuch as the additional non-
commissioned officers required for the larger
company would be appointed from the old
privates, making a total deduction of twenty-
five for non-commissioned officers, ocooks,
artificers and musiclans, it would leave but
forty trained privates to sixty-three untrained
ones. Nothing i8 more distasteful to the
trained private than service in a company
where the majority of the other privates
are green men. The whole Internal eondi-
tion of the company Is changed, the recruits
with all the outside notions of the recrult
which have got to be elimninated before he Is
a soldier, are in the majority, and give a re-
crult tone to the whole affair. Although a
complete set of tralned non-commissioned
officers Is a great advantage, it Is not every-
thing, as the character of an army is the

oharacter of the privates, The humble
private s the one tha counts,
it on a 'ofk'l x‘o ce wi could put {nto the
ﬂ&d 100,000 fully trained Regulars and 150,000
clent National Guardsmen, we have a
eorloed. But {f we start
o tions by demoralizing both branches
by Adlcnltmnslomltlona. Just at the oriti-
cal time, that is another itory. the Increase
to war footing coul etgluce by filling up
he Tn r companies with former soldlers,
expansion would create no shock whatever,
as a_trained Rgular soldier, no matter If he
been out of active servioe for a number
0. Jul‘l, drops IntoJxlg place without a jar,
and the army would be at once complete,
comsnct and ready for Instant service, in-
stead of !%elnr dlnruP at the critical period
when [t should be at Ita best. The ngcnugy
increase to the National Guard oould be ob-
tain from their own reserve Iin & great

musnro.
Admitting the necessity for the reserve,
the next guestion |8 how to ralse ﬁnd maln-
taln it. uming that 150,000 able bodied
men annual e%vo the Rogulu army
clvil life after honorable discharge, their
areful and expensive trnlnln! |s practically
t to the Government, as they are co
Eetelr swallowed up In the general
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lon; a waste of valuable mater thtwou d

] c-onaldeired wicked In any other oougm

on earth. It Is very well to av that these
men are in the countriand will be useful ?
future emergenocies, t where are they
It is only incidentally that they are found.
There {8 no way of keeping in touch with them,
and they have become absorbed bly other
interests, and their Identity as soldlers is

gone,
‘We can In a year oertalnly make as go
a soldler in our g{‘ex\ltﬂr mr;lco rlth th% I?g
telligent material we have to work with as is
made in Europe from their Ignorant peasant
material (n the two years that they get with
the colora., A majority of the desertions
from 8}0 lar army take place In the first
Year o tment, caused not 8o much by
army conditions as by the outside attraction
of a town life experienced for the first tim
by youns.‘ thoughtless and {hexperienc
men who have sean nothing of life gnd wh
upon their first glimpee of the outside worl
are carried away with ita attractions and
cannot endure the two vears ore them.
thesa men knew that they could obtain
their discharge honorably at the end of the
rat year it would confine desertions to the
nherently bad ones, as no one with sen
would desert, taking chanoes of capture an
{mprisonment of from a year lm:
two years, rather th ¥
1f men could enter the service on thei
enlistment with the p;lvlleic of discharge
{f desired at the end of the firat year, many
of them, we will say ona-third, would quit
the service then, but would leave {t honorabl
and would be part of the material from whijc!
to draw the remerve. is would reqpire
e enlistment of more recrults to ukeo%g ir
laces t at present, but with this condl-
ion it would be easier to get good recruits.
Thousands of desirable young men woul
enter the service who now hesitate to bin
themselves for 80 long a period as three vears,
not knowing how they would be suited with
the life. Almost any young man would be
willing to take a vear's tria] at soldierin
particularly if {t was the only way he ooum
obtain entry to the reserve, if the attractions
Mhi'lhe latter were such as to make it worth
while,
It costa probably $500 a year to maln
an Individual so?dler with the colors, ‘n'd“l't‘
rhould certainly be worth that much to main-
tain seven or eight trained reservists. If at
theYend of the firat year of enliatment or
subsequently at the termination of an enliat-
ment, a soldier could join the reserves for a
fixed period at say one-third of the pay h
was recelving at discharge, a majority o
those who were (Ycrmnnanil quitting the
service would undoubted| 0 50, A8 $5 a
month would be worth while, whereas the
proposed oo(;npennunon would hardly prove
sufficient inducement. Theee men con(s be
mustered for pay every month—if living in
towns assembling at some set place: {f liv-
ing in the country d utrm say before the
g?gg;n::::‘;%r}dtgg#l re ﬁy‘?e kept track
pay vouchers,
as ‘rgtl:e&d ngulnu rtnow age. , T A% oy
A vantage not to be lost sight
this connection would be the ind rectoﬁnll%
Immediate benefit to the Regular army, the
ear's probationa service bringing into
he army a class of young me! nof now ob-
tainable; and the members o? the reserve
scattered all over the country yet belonging
to and immediately Interested in the army
would have the effect of more general inter-
est on the imrt of the public. Besides the
y it would be a distinction to belong to
'b“] reserve, and with anything like a r: n-
able rate of pay there would be ng dlﬁzmty
in keeplnc‘ it up.
Supposing it should cost an average of
ear for each reservist, and we can
O B g o TS
A an
u.botaooo. f the cost of a blt% &?\:).; o‘{

an serve qut the ’i

would be about as good an Invest
Unole Bam could mzﬂ:o, to be repa 'r!:\tn:'
times over In our next war. XNnnxw.

oRT TOTTEN, Feb. 23, ,

Rewards of the Brush,

To TES EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: I wish to ask
your hearty cooperation in protesting against the
Pullman service nuisance,

As you know, of course, the porter who hrusheg
& persont in A Puliman ocar is luterested atrictly In
the tip which he recelves and nothing eise. He
will take a person who has not been brushed for a
"Tbﬂ :hul:l. |n::‘1 the most beautiful ocar In service
and bru m vigorously until the coln
gha b has been

lv;'hen the n;:‘n :Irou the work Is done.

you wou ake this matter up carefull
think that influence could be brought In l‘!lxlc: :
way a8 to have the nulsance entirely abated.

PAWTUCKET, R. 1., Feb. 23, J.D, SAwrRnR,

Irreverence te an Explorer,
Good Hudson, Fame misspells th
An outrage truly rank; ¥ 845
To obviate I aeminate

_TO RpTOmM GLHemke

I

THE FATUOUS MAGYARS.

Domination of the Race Likely to Be Fndeq
by Its Own Sulcldal Obstinacy,

To tHE Epiror or THE BUN—Sir: Thy
dispute botween the Magyars and the King
of Hungary 18 now at its most critical stage,
and though there may be resistance ang
rioting the Magyars will find very little aym.
pathy among the other natlonalities of the
kingdom, It has been quite apparent for
some little time that the Rumanians of Tran.
sylvania and the Banat, who have heen the
special objects of Magyar persecution, wers
receiving direct enoquragement from Vieiraa,
for they have repelled the overtures which
the different sections of the ultra Natlonalist
Magyars began making to them atthe eleventh
hour,

The Kossuth party even went 8o far as to
establish a paper (n the Rumanian language,
after having left nothing undone to crush |t
out, in order to persuade the Rumanians of
the good intentlons of their whilom perse.
cutors and to gain them over to their side;
but they wrote only for blind eyes, Neither
the Rumanians nor the other nationalities of
Hungary were moved by the appeals mada
to them as Hungarians, by those who had
hitherto arrogated to themselves alone all
the advantages and pl:kvll:’mn of Hungarian

|zenshl eating the majority as pol
%‘.'m l:v‘l“h';ut rlalu of any kind, bm %‘r‘:\'l
Pell to pay taxes and serve In the army for

he defence of the pElvllezu of the minority,

The fntung of the Magyars has been [n.
comprehensible. Even a man like Count A
pony oulture:i and wmA a knowledge of ‘ﬁi
wor was unable to discern the changes
that were going on all over Europe, and to
recognize the neceasity for according equal
rlrs'mgeto all Hungarians without distinction
) s

When a year w the Rumar.ians, Slovaks
and Servians o ungary succeedad (n the
face of every obstacle opposed to them by
the dominating Magyars in_electing ten

eputles to the Parliament at Budapest, who

ofin themselves (nto an independent
group, Count Apponyi's indignation at their
audacity krew no boundgr, while Count Tisza

av tly recommended them to attach
hiemselves to one of the parties into which
he overwhelming Magyar majority was
divided, They refused to recognize tle

litical organization called the Club of tha
Nationalities at first, but when they saw that
the King was pre aring the way for the exer-
cise of force In dealing with his recalcitrant
Magyar subjects they invited the president
of the club to take part in & meeting held for
the purpose of giving pecuniary aid to the
fami(lies of reservists who were compnulsorily
drafted Into the ranks of regiments left mers
skeletons through the refural of the Magyars
to vote the annual le\;{ of recruits.

M. T. Mikali, a Rumanian Deputy and
sruldent of the club, refused, as did also

'ount Podmaniczky, the president of the
Liberal party, and the Magyars found them-
selves left alone to face the inevitable, now
upon them. e ln?-Emperor, acting in
the general Interests of Austria and the dis-
enfranch majority In Hungary, has given
the Magyars every opportunity to abhandon
wth a grace their claims, which any one
who knows anything of Hungarian politics
must acknowledge are unjustifiable and in-
ocompatible with the %rosperlty and progress
of the country: and they have with amazing
foolishness refused to take advantage of the

offer.

In view of the possibilities that lie in the
Austro-Servian pute, the action of the
Muw in forcing their sovereign to adopt

n absolutist course is suleidal, for whatever

the future may have in store for the peoples

ungary It {8 as certain as anything can

be that the days of the Magyar domination

are ended, and that by the act of the Maavars
themselyes, Prna.

NEW YOREK, Feb, 22,

The February Burlington.

There are several articlea of particular Interest
to American connolsseurs and collectors In the Feb.
ruary number of the Burlington Magasine (Robert
Grier Cooke), For some reason the first, ou
“Three New Platures for the Metropolitan Museum,”
by O.J. Holmes, does not come in the depart.
ment of "Art In America,” edited by Mr, Frank J.
Mather, Jr., whereln “Three Greek Mirrors in the
Museum of Fine Arts. Boston,” are authorita.
tively described by B. H. Hill, and Charles Fitz.
gerald contributes an account of A Project for
the Advancement of Architecture,”

In the article on the three Metropolitan acqnisi-
tions, “Arladne,” by G, F. Watts; “Study tn Olis,”
by Willlam Etty, and the "Virgin of Salamancs,”
by the Maitre de Flemalle, all beautifully fllustrated
by collotype reproductions, Prof. Holmes charace
terizes the “Arladne” as the epltome of Watta's
work In some respects, and adds that it would be
bard to find any other ploture of his which {llustrates
mors admirably and more fairly the nobllity and
splendor of this great master. Of the brilllant
study by FEtiy the writer inelines to the oplnion
that it was originally made as a study for the picture
of “Ulysses and the Sirens” (Academy, 1837), now
in the City Ari Gallery at Manchester. Theso-called
Mattre de Flemalle holds an Important place in
the history of the early Flemish school.

Students of Velaaques will bo Interested In Archi-
bald G. B. Russell's description of a new portralt
ot Don Diego Corral in the collection of the Prado,
to whose extraordinary series of the masterpleces
of Velasquez a generous bequest has added thls.

Under the title of “The Classification of Orlental

Carpets” appears a conoluding lllustrated artlole |

of the serles. Another continued serles Is on "Eng
{lsh Minlature Painters,” by Sir Richard R. Holmes,
beautifully iliustrated, as llkowise |s Claude Ph!l
Iips's “Dramatio Portralture,” the opening article
in this number.

Overlapping Charitles.

To THR EDITOR OP THB SuN--Sir: Your criti-
clsm that charities overlap each other, while irue
in some cases, could also be applied to churches
and missions, which vie with each other for souls
on whom to bestow thelr spiritual bounty, and
under whose direction the overlapping charitles
are largely carried on, Surely you wlll concede
that the personal benefit accrulng from the gliving
of one's goods or oneself to the unfortunate might
balance any waste of money from an econom!c
standpoint?

You Include publle achools under charitles. This
surely is an error, as education and civiiization are
interdependent, and 10 negleot one is to endanger
the other., Leaving aside the gquestion of adminis
tration of schools, it is the State's duty to protect
itself by preventive and curative measures. \Were
this duty neglected anarchy would result.

As to the fallure of charity to cover all cases. |
would suggest that as long as employers continue
to disregard the health and happiness of their em-
ployees by giving Insufficlent pay and allowing

itary and debasing condltions for work, so
long will cases multiply for charity and for rocisl
discontent. \ C. 1
Nxw YoRrk, Feb. 20.

Neglecting Washington.

To ™k EDITOR oF TRE SUN—Sir: Do a large
number of the most Important otfice bulldings os
lower Broadway stand on forelgn soll, are they
owned by allens, or has the memory of the Father
of his Country so faded from the minds of many
of his fellow countrymen that {t no longer ocecurs
to them to offer the slight tribute of respect which
formerly found expression in the ralsiug of the
national emblem upon his birthday?

How otherwise can one account for the fact that
upon suoh conspicuous and prominent bulldings
a8 the Emplre, at Rector atreet; the Astor Court, 8t
Exohange place; the immense bullding at 42 Broad-
way, the Standard Oll the Bowllng Green, the
Washington (Field), at the end of Broadway, and
many others no flag was diaplayed on February &1

1s commerclalism gradually obliterating all patrie
otlc sentiment? H. W. WHEELER.

NEW YORK, Feb, 23,

Tolstet and the Bishop in Hell.
From the Westminater Garetle.

The church of Tasowo, In the province of Kursk
in Russia, possesses an extraordinary painting, for
which the Inhabitants are sald to have pald £35
and of which they are exceedingly proud. Toe
picture represents hell, and the most notable figure
s that of Count Tolstol, In peasant dress, sitting In
a huge boller placed over a blazing fire, which
gleeful demons are, stoking, Some of Tolstol's
friends made remonstrance to the Bishop. who
ordered the figure representing Tolstol to be painted
out, The Bishop sent his vicar-gencral to examine
the picture, but the curlous thing Is that Le did
not discover that both he himself And the Lishop
are among the Agures in torment. After medivval
precedent, It seems the parish priest instructed the
painter %0 give & hot place to everybody agalms
whom he had a score to pay oll.

His Rules for Leng Life.
From the Baltimore Sun.
David Hull will celebrate his ninety-second birthe
day to day.

The secret of his long life and excellent health
he says, I8 his regularity and moderation lu all
things. To live long he set down the followiné
rules:

“Be moderate in all things, Including spirits and
tobacco; eat plenty of apples, go to bed early and
be ub with the birds and live In the open alr 8
much as possible.”

Disqualified.
Knicker—Has Jones Investigated anything!
Booker—No, Indeed; he is a detective,

Necessities.

Knfoker—Is an automoblle & necessity of lifs? 7

0, 0f death,




